
11th grade Honors American Literature 
2021-2022 Summer Assignment 
Instructor: Cristal Roach roachcp@fultonschools.org 

 

Course Overview: 11th grade Honors American Literature is a survey of American Literature that encompasses a 
diligent study of literature and composition. In this class, we will engage in an ongoing conversation as we attempt to 
discover what it means to be an American. 

 
Required texts and assignments 

 
Novel: The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien 

 
Assignment 1: Read and annotate the novel. You will hand in your annotations for a grade and should expect a series of 
assessments and class discussions during the first two weeks of school. You MAY NOT complete your annotations on a 
separate piece of paper; they should be in the book. 

 
Assignment 2: (Podcast) “NPR and Tim O’Brien—The Things they Carried: 20 Years On” found at 

(http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=125128156) 
After reading the novel, print the transcript of the podcast, listen and annotate. Be prepared to discuss (verbally and in 
writing) your reactions to the podcast and its connections with to the novel.  You will hand in your annotations for a 
grade. 

 

 

**A note about the novel: The Things They Carried is written for a mature reader.  You may encounter themes, situations, 

or language that may make you uncomfortable; in particular, the novel features profanity and violence, and sexual 

situations.  It is always for a purpose and never used in a prurient or arbitrary fashion.  You may visit Novelist through 

Galileo (http://www.galileo.usg.edu/) to preview the text. 

 

Below is a list of good textual annotation practices: 
• Highlight or underline key words/phrases/sentences 
• Bracket important passages 
• Connect related ideas 
• Outline main ideas in the margins 
• Write brief comments and questions in the margins 
• Place an asterisk or exclamation point beside something 
unusual, special, important, or poignant 
• Write “yes” or “no” near statements with which you either 
agree or disagree 
• Paraphrase important ideas 

 
 
• Note relationships between concepts (cause & effect, 
comparison, contrast) 
• Add your own examples 
• Circle unknown words and define them 
• Note passages that you don’t understand with a “?” 
• Write questions you have for your instructor or to 
investigate later 
• Note passages that seem inconsistent 
• Note passages that generate a strong positive or negative 
response 
• Identify cultural, social, historical, or literary allusion

 

Frequently Asked Questions (Please read these before emailing with questions.)  

Q:  Do I have to read The Things They Carried before listening to the podcast? 
A:  Yes. Obviously, it will make more sense that way. 

 
Q:  My older sibling already has an annotated copy of The Things They Carried. Can I add my annotations to theirs? 
A:  ABSOLUTELY NOT. You, and you alone, are responsible for completing this assessment. Plus, if you turn in a copy 
of the novel with someone else’s annotations, you’re plagiarizing and will receive an Honor Code violation and a zero 
for the assignment.  It has happened in the past.  Don’t make that mistake. 

 
Q: Can you tell me what the assessments are that we’re going to have upon our return? 
A: Nope. But there will be more than one, and it will be abundantly clear to us if you’ve done a careless or halfhearted 
reading (or, worse, relied entirely on Sparknotes). 

 
Q: Is there a film version of The Things They Carried? 
A: Nope
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